im 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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Yes, Jesus may come today! The 
coming of Christ to the earth is 
imminent: 
ment, day or night! 


There is not a single event 


prophesied in the Bible which must | 


come to pass before the Saviour 
returns. As far as we can know, 
no event, either political, economic 
or spiritual, need occur before Je- 
sus comes. Not another war need 
be declared, not another gospel 
sermon preached, not another soul 
be saved as far as can be told from 
the Scriptures, before the Saviour 
comes to catch up His saints into 
the air for the marrige supper in 
Heaven. 


And I do not mean only that the | 


signs of the Saviour’s coming show 
that it will be soon. I believe there 
are many, Many signs which multi- 
ply daily, showing that Jesus must 
soon come to raise the Christian 
dead and change the Christian liv- 
ing and call us all up to meet Him 
in the air for a honeymoon in 
Heaven. I believe the wars and 
rumors of wars, the great falling 
away, the false religions, the world- 
liness and forms and powerless- 
ness among Christians, the rising 
of dictatorships, the increasing 
curse on nature with floods, 
drouths, pestilences, earthquakes 
and tornados, all are Scriptural 
signs that the coming of the Sav- 
iour must be soon. But that is a 
different teaehing. That is not 
what I am teaching here. The 
Scriptures quoted above are not 
on the signs that precede the com- 
ing of Christ, but rather on the 
fact that He may come at any 
moment. The signs of Christ’s 
coming have grown more and more 
intense through the centuries and 
particularly in the last twenty-five 
years during and since the world 
war. But the Scriptures teach 
that Jesus might have come at 
any moment since He went away. 
Jesus Himself taught the apostles 
and all the Christians then living 
that He might return in their life- 
time. They were commanded and 
entreated earnestly to watch and 
pray'since they knew not the day 
nor the hour when the Son of man 
Should return. At Pentecost the 
promised pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit upon the apostles took place 
and they began their witness for 
Christ. Since that day there has 
never been a moment but what 
Christians ought to have expected 
Jesus to return as He most cer- 
tainly might have done. 


The Scriptural signs given show 
that the coming of the Lord must 
be soon, when they are fulfilled. 
But all these Scriptures quoted 
above show that the coming of 
the Lord might have been at any 
time from Pentecost on till now. 


it may occur any mo-| 
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doth come’ — Matt. 24:42. 


not the Son of man cometh 


time is'’ — Mark 13:33. 


ing, or in the morning; 


‘Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord 


"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think 
" — Matt. 24:44. 
"Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh" 
"Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the 


“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrow- 


“Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
“And what | say unto you | say unto all, Watch." 


"Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at 


an hour when ye think not.'' — Luke 12:40. 
Behold, the judge standeth before the door.'""— James 5:9. 
"Behold, | come quickly.’ — Rev. 22:7. 


The time is at hand." — Rev. 22:10. 
“And, behold, | come quickly.’ 
"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quick- 
ly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 


— Matt. 25:13. 


— Mark 13:35-37. 


‘'— Rev. 22:12. 


— Rey. 22:20. 


® 


For that reason all the signs of the 
second coming are left indefinite 
in degree. Wars grow worse and 
worse but the Scripture never says 
just how much war must occur 
before the Saviour comes. World- 
liness and unbelief in the churches 
grow worse and worse, an acceler- 
ating and increasingly weighty ev- 
idence that the Saviour’s return 
is “even at the door.” But some 
of this worldiness has been in the 
churches from the beginning and 
how far wrong the church will go 
before the Saviour’s return is not 
revealed in the Bible. There is not 
one single sign that Christians 
have needed to wait for before they 
should expect the return of the 
Saviour. And not one single event 
has occurred or will occur, defi- 
nitely enough that any person can 
know tie day nor hour of His re- 
turn, 


A Neglected Doctrine 


The Bible is full of teaching 
about the second coming of Christ 
and related events. Those of us 
who take the Bible literally and 
believe it all and are therefore 
premillennialists, expecting the 
literal, bodily, physical return of 
Christ and His reign upon earth 
as foretold in the Scriptures, have 
much to preach. We have the great 
themes of the resurrection, the 
rapture or meeting Christ in the 
air, the judgment seat of Christ, 
the great tribulation, the Man of 
Sin, or Antichrist, the glorious re- 
turn of Christ with saints and 
angels, the battle of Armageddon, 
the restoration of the Jews to Pal- 
estine, the judgment of the living 
nations, Satan bound, the millen- 
nial reign of Christ on David's 
throne, etc. All these matters 
ought to be preached for they 
are clearly taught in the Bible. 
But very strangely we often neg- 
lect the greatest themes in con- 
nection with the Saviour’s coming, 
and that is that His coming is im- 
minent, and that every Christian 
is commanded to watch! watch! 
watch! for no man knows the day 
or hour when He shall come. 

Whatever Jesus taught about His 
second coming the point of His 
message was always this, that His 
coming is to be sudden, unexpected 
and surprising so that every Chris- 
tian should be ready for His com- 
ing at any moment. In the 24th 
chapter of Matthew, after thirty- 
five verses concerned with the sec- 
ond coming, then Jesus said, “But 


of that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heav- 
en, but my Father only,” and from 
verses 36 to 51, the last sixteen 
verses of the chapter, Jesus ear- 

nestly urges the unexpétt@tiness" 
and imminence of His coming. In 
verse 42 He says, “Watch there- 
fore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come,” and in verse | 
44 He says, 
ready: for in such an hour as ye | 
think not the Son of man cometh.’ 


The angels do not know when /' 
Jesus will return. Jesus Himself, | 
while in the flesh, did not know 
when He would return as He Him- 
self said in Mark 13 332. Then in 
Mark 13:33 He said, “Take ye 


heed, watch and pray: for ye know | 


not when the time is.” And in. 
Mark 13:37 He repeats again His} 


ne 


Ke that of our Saviour! 


“Therefore be ye also | 
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y omen May Come Today! = 


If you do not believe that the 
coming of Christ is imminent then 
you make Christ Himself a de- 
ceiver. It would have been cruel 
and insincere for Jesus to have 
all the apostles and New Testa- 
ment Christians earnestly watch- 
ing for His return if it was al- 
ready a settled fact that He could 
not return for thousands of years. 
No, the words of Jesus were true 
words and they are as good today 
for us as they were the day they 
were uttered to the apostles. Je- 
sus may come this very day, yea, 
this very hour. We may hear the) 


ourselves suddenly caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air where we 
will be gathered with the saints 
of all ages and carried to the Fa- 
ther’s house of many mansions 
while the unsaved are left on a 
wicked world, turned over to sin 
and to the man of sin until we 
shall return with Christ to reign. 
Today I may see Jesus! Today I 
may see my mother, my father, 
my baby brothers! Today I may 
enter into the reward of my la- 
bors. Today I may lay down my 
burdens, lay down my sorrows, lay 
down my weaknesses, lay down my 
disappointments, lay down my frail, 
sinful body! Today I may be 
clothed upon with a glorious body 
Oh! To- 
day I may see Jesus and report 


and bring in my sheaves rejoic- 


ing, and kiss His dear feet! May 
God grant that I will not t be! 


= 


ashamed before Him at His com- 
ing but that I may be watching 


with my lamp trimmed and burn- 
ing when I hear the great shout, 
“Behold, the bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet him!” Jesus 
may come this very day! Hallelu- 
jah! 

The Imminent Coming of Christ 

Illustrated 


How precious this doctrine is to 
the Saviour and how important to 
His disciples, we can see by the 
way He repeated it and illustrated 
it. Notice the illustrations the 
Saviour gave. 

1. The second coming will be 
like the flood in the days of Noah. 
Jesus said, 


“But as the days of Noe were, 


'so shall also the coming of the 


sound of the trumpet and may feel | Son of man be. 


For as in the days that were 
before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark. 

"And knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away, so 
shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be." — Matt. 24:37-39. 


The fact.of the coming flood had 
been clearly foretold. For one hun- 
dred years Noah had been build- 
ing an ark and preparing for the 
flood. You may be sure that ev- 
erybody in the inhabited portion of 
the earth knew of God’s warning. 
You could no more keep the ark 
a secret than if in the Panhandle 
of Texas or in the mountains of 
Arkansas men should work for a 
hundred years building a ship like 
the Titanic or Queen Mary! Noah’s 

(CONTINUED ‘ON PAGE 2) 
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warning, saying, “And what I say | SUNDAY NIGHT SERMON BY. 


unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 
In Matthew 25:13 Jesus closes the 
parable of the ten virgins, saying, 
“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour where- 
in the Son of man cometh.” In 
Luke 12:40, after warning Chris- 
tians that they should be “like un- 
to men that wait for their lord,” 
“And if he shall come in the sec- 
ond watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed 
are those servants,” (Luke 12:38) 
and next reminding them how a 
man should be constantly watching 
lest the thief should break in and 
steal (verse 39), then Jesus said, 
“Be ye therefore ready also: for 
the Son of man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not.” 


Only One Honest Meaning Is Pos- 
sible in These Scriptures! 


If the Bible is a trustworthy 
book, then Jesus might have re- 
turned even in the lifetime of these 
New Testament Christians, He 
might have returned any time dur- 
ing the centuries since then or 
He may return now at any mo- 
ment. If the Father Himself has 
set the time, then He has not re- 
vealed it even to the angels and 
certainly not to any man. He may 
come today. There is no other 
possible meaning to these Scrip- 
tures. 


He has put no promised event 
before the Saviour’s coming. There 
are no Scriptures yet to be ful- 
filled before Jesus comes and we 
are commanded plainly, repeated- 
ly, insistently to watch for His 
coming. 


| PASTOR JOHN R. RICE AT 7:45 

P.M., SEPTEMBER 12TH AT 
FUNDAMENTALIST BAPTIST 
TABERNACLE, 201! EAST 
TENTH STREET, DALLAS 


The whole world is in distress. | 
China and Japan are in a major 
war with thousands dying. The 
British ambassador to China has. 
been shot. A number of Ameri-| 
cans were killed. Naval vessels are | 
sailing to Shanghai, all leaves of | 
United States soldiers in Philippine 
Islands have been cancelled. Spain| 
is having a major war. Italian sub- | 


marines have sunk Russian ships | 


and fired on British ships. Russia | 


threatens war. Germany backs up | 


Italy. England, France and Russia | 


consider taking charge of the| 


Mediterranean. WHAT DO 
THESE THINGS MEAN? What 
light does the Biblé throw on world. 
affairs? 

These questions will be answered 
Sunday night. Hear this sermon! 
Will show that the Bible foretells 
three great centers of power in 
~ last days. 

"The kings of the East’ (evi- 
deaily China, Japan and India 
federated together). They will be 
led by devils, the Bible says! Their 


‘ophecy’ 
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join with the Antichrist in the Bat- 


tle of Armageddon when Christ 


returns to earth. 

2. "Gog" and "Magog"; a dic- 
tator of Russia, will rule a great 
Northern confederacy of states 
and come down through Europe 
from the North. Gog, the ruler, 
Magog, the nation. 

3. The Roman Empire will be’ 
restored with a dictator in Italy. 
He will gain power over ten na- 
tions, seizing three bv force and 
the rest by diplomacy. He will 
finally gain worldwide dictatorship 
and become the Antichrist or Man 
of Sin, worshipped on earth as 
God. 

Hear the remarkable Bible teach- 
ing on this subject. The world is 
getting ready for the end of the 
times of the Gentiles. Homes, 
governments, churches are breaking 
down. "Wars and rumors of wars’ 
will increase. There shall be “earth- 
quakes in divers places," the Scrip- 
ture says. "Kingdom shall rise 
against kingdom.’ When all these 
things begin to come to pass, then 
Jesus is coming! Hear this remark- 
able Bible sermon. No speculation, 
no guess work. Bring unsaved 
friends. 

Other Sunday night sermons on 
world conditions will be preached 


armies will march across Asia to 


soon. 
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preaching ‘“‘got over.” Yet the peo- 
ple did not know when the flood 
would come. They did not believe 
it. Noah himself did not know 
when. The Lord gave no definite 
date. Noah went into the ark when 
he was commanded and God shut 
the door. Even then the flood did 
not come for seven days. There 
was no preceding signs by which 
they could be sure of the exact 
date of the threatened deluge, ev- 
en if they had believed it was com- 
ing, so the men of that age “were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark,” 
and that is the way it will be, the 
Saviour says, when He comes. Peo- 
ple will be as unprepared and His 
coming will be as sudden and un- 
expected. 

2. The Saviour’s coming is lik- 
ened to the coming of the bride- 
groom whose bridemaids have been 
waiting until’ far into the night 
(Matt. 25:1-13). Some of the 
bridemaids had no oil and expected 
their dry wicks to burn until he 
came but their lamps went out. 
All of them, the wise and the fool- 
ish, those with the oil of salva- 
tion and those with only the lamps 
of profession, “slumbered and 
slept.” And then at midnight His 
coming was so sudden and unex- 
pected that those who had no oil 
did not have time to secure it but 
were left without and missed the 
wedding. 

And so that there could be no 
doubt of His meaning, the closing 
verse of the parable says, “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of man cometh.” The point of the 
parable of the ten virgins is this, 
that the coming of Jesus is immi- 
nent. He may come today, so 
therefore be ready. 

The virgins knew the bridegroom 
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was coming, but just when they 
did not know. He might have re- 
turned at once, They ought to 
have been ready at any moment. 

It is strange that people would 
so pervert the Scriptures as to 


miss the very heart of the Sav-’ 


iour’s teaching here. Yet a few 
years ago the story of the ten vir- 
gins was given in the Internation- 
al Sunday School Lessons but only 
the first twelve verses were print- 
ed. The thirteenth verse where Je- 
sus gives the conclusion and les- 
son of the parable was omitted 
entirely and in the Sunday School 
quarterlies that I saw the Sav- 
iour’s second coming was not even 
mentioned! The parable of the ten 
virgins is not simply a lesson on 
preparedness. It is a lesson on pre- 
paredness, not for. usefulness, 
not even for death primarily, but 
preparedness for the second com- 
ing of Christ. The lesson is that 
Jesus may come at any moment, 
so watch and be ready! 

3. The second coming is as im- 
minent as a master returning to 
his home after a long journey. Je- 
sus used this illustration more than 
once. In Matthew 24:45-47 Jesus 
says, 

Who then is a faithful and wise 
servant, whom his lord hath made 
ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? 

“Blessed is that servant whom 
his Lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing. 

"Verily | say unto you, That he 
shall make him ruler over all his 
goods.’ , 

The return of such a master is 
imminent. That is, he ought to be 
expected at any moment and it is 
a faithful and wise servant who 
earnestly does his duty day by day, 
looking forward to his master’s re- 
turn. 

But there are those who say that 
“my Lord delayeth His coming,” 
and that we ought not to expect 
Him momentarily now. For such 
the Saviour continued the same 
parable in verses 48-51 as follows: 


"But and if that evil servant shall 
say in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming; 

"And shall begin to smite his 
fellowservants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 

"The lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when:he looketh 
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not for him, and in an hour that 
he is not aware of, 

"And shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 


This is a picture, surely, of an 
unsaved one. But unsaved are as 
much accountable to Jesus’ as the 
saved. All a sinner has he gets 
from God and he must give an 
account to the Lord Jesus Christ 
whether he loves Him or not. This 
world belongs to Jesus Christ and 
one day He is going to claim it. 
Meantime, all who read this had 
better be ready for Jesus to come 
for they shall certainly have to 
give an account for their steward- 
ship even if they have not been 
converted. 

And what a sad teaching this is! 
Don’t you see that one who says 
in his heart, “My lord delayeth his 
coming” is not right in his heart? 
He is not anxious for Jesus to 
come, perhaps is not willing for 
Jesus to come, and therefore does 
not watch. This Scripture indicates 
that it is always unbelief and sin 
that keeps one from eagerly 
watching for Jesus to come. 


Jesus taught thé same matter | 


in Mark 13:34-37 and verse 35 
says, “Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at mid- 
night, or at the coéckcrowing, or in 
the morning.” Surely the coming 
of Jesus may be today, may be any 
moment. 

4. The imminence of the Sav- 
iour’s coming He illustrated by the 
unexpected thief, 

In Matthew 24:43, 44, Jesus 
said, 


"But know this, that if the good- 
man of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be 
broken up. 

"Therefore be ye also ready: for 
in such an hour as ye think not the 


Son of man cometh." 
In Luke 12:39, 40, Jesus said, 


"And this know, that if the 
goodman of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and not 
have suffered his house to be 
broken through. 

"Be ye therefore ready also; for 
the Son of man cometh at-an hour 
when ye think not." 


The coming of a thief to break 
in and steal is a matter that peo- 
ple ought always to be forewarned 
and forearmed about. There is no 
set time for the thief to come. 
He may come at any moment. 
Therefore every householder ought 
to be prepared and constantly 
watching. Just so the coming of 
the Saviour may be at any moment 
and the only way for us to be safe 
from embarrassment and shame 
when He comes is to be watching 
and ready. The saved who slum- 
ber and have their lamps smoky 
will be embarrassed; the lost who 
have no oil of salvation will not 
only be ashamed but will be left 
behind and will miss the wedding. 


Sinner, Take Warning! 


Let the unsaved readers observe 
the note of solemn warning in all 
these passages where Jesus spoke 
of His coming. Every time He 
mentions that we should watch be- 


‘cause He might return any hour 


of any day, there is a thrill of joy 
for the Christian, and yet there 


is a solemn and fearful thought |" 


for the unsaved, 

“As it was in the days of Noe, 
so shall the coming of the Son of 
man be,” Jesus said, and remem- 
ber that all the world except eight 
souls perished in that terrible flood 
because of their wickedness of 
which they did not repent! 

And when Jesus spoke of the re- 
turn of a master to call his ser- 
vants to account after a long ab- 
sence, He warned of the fearful 
punishment that would befall the 
unfaithful servant who began to 
eat and drink with the drunken and 
to beat the other servants, etc. The 
coming of Christ for His saints 
will be a sad day for every un- 
saved soul. 

His coming is likened unto a 
thief in the night and like the 
householder who is not ready has 
his home broken up and his goods 
stolen, so every sinner. who has 
not trusted Christ will find him- 
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self bereft of the most precious 


things in this world — His loved 
ones who are Christians. Many a 
man will have mother, father, wife, 
babies or dear friends taken away 
in an instant, and he be left to 
face a world gore mad in sin, with 
every single Christian removed at 
one stroke! 


Some few will be saved during 
the great tribulation, but even 
then they cannot miss the tribula- 
tion. Some of the virgins who had 
no oil in their lamps may go back 
and get oil, but when they come to 
knock at the door where the wed- 
ding is, they will find the door is 
shut and they are left outside. 
Some will be saved, I say, during 
the great tribulation, but at what 
terrible cost! With churches closed, 
preachers gone, loved ones gone, 
they will be left as poor, crying 
babes in a wilderness of sin with- 
out a single man of God to teach 
them, without an older Christian 
to comfort them or give the m 
strength. 


And saddest of all is this fact; 
when Christ comes and takes away 
all His saints, then most of the 
good influences will be taken out 
of this world and most of those 
who reject Christ will then plunge 
headlong into such sin as they nev- 
er before dreamed of. The Anti- 
christ will be so deceptive and his 
power so terrible that few will op- 
pose him. None can buy or sell 
without taking his mark and those 
who take his mark will never be 
saved. Many of those who are 
saved will endure the fiercest per- 
secution, hunted like wild beasts 
and put to death for the cause of 
Christ. Those who are unsaved 
when Jesus comes for His saints, 
will be left behind and most of 
them then will never, never, never 
turn to Christ for salvation. 


You who read these lines, then, 
make sure that you are saved now 
for Jesus may come today. It is 
terribly dangerous for any unsaved 
Sinner to live one day without 
Christ. It will be a thousand-fold 
more dangerous to go into the 
great tribulation without Jesus 
when all the saints have been tak- 
en out 4t the coming of the Sav- 
iour. 


Objections Answered 


Here I can imagine that some» 
reader says, “I know that the 
words of Jesus seem to teach that 
He may return at any time. But 
certain other Scriptures appear.-to - 
contradict that.” Some good Chris- 
tian people do not understand cer- 
tain passages of Scripture relating 
to the second coming, and so 
stumble at this blessed teaching 
that the Saviour may return at any 
moment. Therefore they do not . 
constantly watch as He command- 
ed. They miss the joy of “the 
blessed hope.” 

However, since the Bible never , 
contradicts itself, it will not be 
diffcult to reconcile these Scrip- 
tures, and that I will try to do 
and show that there is no prophe- 
sied event to come before the re- 
turn of Christ. 

(1). it is sometimes said that ° 
the gospel must first be preached 
to all the world before Jesus 
comes; that He cannot return for 
His saints until the evangelization 
of the world is completed. 

The Scripture quoted for this is 
Matthew 24:14: 


"And this gospel of the king- 
dom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all na-~ 
tions; and then shall the end 
come.” 
~ The mistake here is in supposing 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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Jesus May 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


that “the end’ is the coming of 
Christ to take away His saints. 
Rather, “the end” is the end of 
the tribulation time. In the same 
passage, verse eight tells about 
“the beginning of sorrows,”’ which 
I believe is the time just after the 
rapture of the saints. Verse twen- 
ty-one in the same passage says: 
“For then shall be great tribula- 
tion, such as was not since the be- 
ginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.” 

Remember that there are two 
phases of the coming of Christ. 
First, He will come into the air 
and call out His saints to meet 
Him. This is the first part of His 
coming, the part always referred 
to by Jesus when He said, “Watch, 
for ye know not the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man com- 
eth” and made similar statements. 
Then on the earth there will in- 
tervene the seventieth or last 
“‘week”’ of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 
9:24-27). On the earth then there 
will be “the beginning of sorrows,”’’ 
and in the last half of the “week,” 
three and one-half years of great 
tribulation while the Antichrist 
rules the world. Then Christ will 
return from Heaven, coming liter- 
ally in the clouds with the saints 
and angels to fight the battle of 
Armageddon, destroy the kingdoms 
of the Antichrist and reign upon 
earth. During the great tribula- 
tion this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached to all the world and 


then will come the end of the trib- | 
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ulation in the battle of Armaged- | 
don when Christ comes to set up| 
His kingdom. That is what Mat- | 
thew 24:14 means. The gospel or | 


good news of the coming reign of 
Christ will be preached by. a newly 
converted remnant in all the world 
after Christ comes and takes away 
His saints, 
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But in any case, the gospel has 
already been preached “in all the 
world for a witness unto all na- 
tions.”’ At Pentecost we are told 
that there were “Devout men out 
of every nation under heaven 
dwelling at Jerusalem,” that is, 
those who had come to abide there 
temporarily during the feast, prob- 
ably from the time of the Pass- 
over through Pentecost. We are 
told that these heard the gospel 
by the Spirit-filled Christians and 
they were “out of every nation 
under heaven.”’ 

At a Bible Conference where I 
answered many Bible questions, 
came a full-blooded Indian from 
Oklahoma ho asked for an inter- 
view. He had heard me on the ra- 
dio, and was sent by his tribe from} 
northern Oklahoma to ask me this 
question. Opening his Bible to this 
verse, Acts 2:5, he said, “My peo- 
ple want to know if any of those 
devout Jews were from America, 
among the Indians and prehistoric 
races in America at that time.” 
His question certainly astonished 
me, and for a time I didn’t know 
what to answer. He continued to 
tell me how traditions had come 
down through the years from fa- 
ther to son among his people about 
God, the creation, the flood, and 
even some faint glimmer of ideas 
about the Christ. All I could tell 
him was that I believed the state- 


ment of the Scriptures, though I 
I did not know whether the Scrip- 
ture meant that there were Jews 
present who had lived among the 
American Indians or not. In any 
case, the gospel was preached to 
representatives in all the world 
when it was preached at Pente- 
cost. 

Again we are told about the 
church at Rome that “Your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole 
world” (Rom. 1:8), and Paul wrote 
to the Colossians about “The gos- 
pel which is come unto you, as it 
is m all the world” (Col. 1:5, 6). 
So the gospel has already been 
preached in all the world, and even 
if Matthew 24:14 referred to this 
age, then it has already been ful- 
filled. We ought to do all we can 
to get the gospel to every creature, 
but the second coming of Christ 
need not be delayed awaiting evan- 
gelization of the world. Jesus may 
come at any moment. No prophe- 
sied event is to intervene before the 
coming of Christ to take away His 
saints. ; 


(2). Some people believe that 
the coming of the Man of sin, the 
Son of perdition, or Antichrist, 
must precede the coming of Christ. 
They have in mind the warning of 
II Thessalonians 2:1-3 as follows: 


''Now we beseech you, brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering to- 
gether unto him, 

"That ye be pot soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand. 

"Let no man deceive you by 
any means: for that day shall not 
come, except there come a falling 
away first, ‘and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition.” 


The above Scripture plainly 
warns that “the day of Christ’ is 
not “at hand.” Some had evidently 
written in Paul’s name, and others 
had evidently quoted Paul ag say- 
ing that the day of Christ was at 
hand, that is, impending soon. Paul 
urged them not to be deceived 
since this day of Christ cannot 
come until there comes a great 
falling away and the Man of Sin or 
Son of Perdition (the Antichrist) 
be revealed. 


But we must not confuse “the 
day of Christ’ and the coming of 
Christ for His saints. The day 
of Christ here means the same as 
“the day of the Lord,’ ,a term used 
many, many times throughout the 
Bible. That term refers always to 
that future time when Christ will 
visibly, bodily, personally and Iit- 
erally return to the earth, destroy 
the armies of the Antichrist at the 
battle of Armageddon and set up 
His throne at Jesusalem and there 
begin His millennial reign. The 
day of Christ or the day of the 
Lord includes all the millennial 
reign of Christ until He shall turn 
the kingdom over to His Father. 
The day or period of Christ means 


the time of His rule. But the term, 
“the day of the Lord,” or of Christ, 
never refers to Christ’s coming in- 
to the air as a Bridegroom for His 
bride when the Christian dead will 
be raised and living Christians will 
be changed and all caught out to- 
gether to meet Christ in the air. 
The rapture, the hope of the church 
when we will be caught out with 
Jesus for a honeymoon in our Fa- 
ther’s house of many mansions 
which Jesus is now preparing for 
us, comes before “the day of 
Christ” or “the day of the Lord.” 
After Christ takes out His saints, 
and the Holy Spirit who makes 
His abode in the bodies of the 
saints is taken away, then the man 
of sin will be revealed and will 
run his short and terrible course. 
The Holy Spirit who dwells in 
Christians now hinders the man of 
sin so that he does not appear and 


Fis not revealed to the world as yet. 


But as soon as we are taken out, 
then the man of sin will be re- 
vealed. Following him then will 
come the day of the Lord or the 
day of Christ. 

The coming of Christ to the 
earth when His feet shall stand 
on the mount of Olives when He 
shall fight the battle of Armaged- 
don and sit on His throne at Je- 
rusalem is NOT imminent. The 
coming of Christ into the air to 
call out His saints, both living 
and dead, to meet Him, that IS im- 
minent. With this in mind, you 
can see that this passage of Scrip- 
ture does not contradict the many 
plain passages where the Saviour 
warns us that His coming will be 
like a thief in the night or like 
the flood on the unsuspecting wick- 
ed in Noah’s day, or like the un- 
expected return of the master t: 
judge his servants after a long 
absence. 

After the rapture of the saints, 
then there is a well defined train 
of events foretold in the Bible and 
those on the earth may know if 
they will read the Word of God 
about when the Saviour will re- 
turn to destroy the man of sin 
and set up His kingdom. They 
may know about when the day of 
the Lord will come. But before 
that, is the sudden coming of Je- 
sus into the air for which all of 
us are to watch earnestly since no 
one knows the day nor the hour 
and since He may come at any 
moment. 


After studying the Scriptures 
which prove the imminence of 
Christ’s coming, it becomes evi- 
dent that the saints must be called 
out of this world before the great 
tribulation. In order that the rap- 
ture may be the great surprise 
which is foretold in the Scripture, 
then the rapture of the saints must 
be the next event prophesied in 
the Bible. It must come before 
the battle of Armageddon, come 
before the reign of the man of 
sin, the great tribulation time. The 
thing that every Christian should 
watch for next is not the appear- 
ing of the Antichrist, not the res- 
toration of the Roman Empire, not 
the mark of the beast, not the 
great tribulation, not the last great 
war and the battle of Armageddon, 
and not the reign of Christ at Je- 
rusalem, but the coming of Christ 
for His saints. 


New Testament Christians Expect- 
ed Christ to Come In Their 


Lifetime 


We have given above many of 
the plain statements of Jesus in 
the gospels concerning His im- 
minent coming, but the rest of the 
New Testament is equally clear. 
New Testament Christians expect- 
ed Jesus to come at any moment. 


The people at Corinth were 
“waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” as the apostle 
Paul wrote by divine inspiration 
(I Cor. 159) The people of Thes- 
salonica “turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God; 
And to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come” (I 
Thess. 1:9, 10). After people were 
saved in New Testament times, 
Paul properly taught them to be 
looking for and waiting for the 
coming of the Saviour! They knew 
His coming might be at any mo- 
ment. 


Writing to the Philippians, Paul 
said, “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body .. .” 


(Phil. 3:20, 21). Paul himself was 
continually looking for the coming 
of the Saviour, And he had in mind 
here the time of the rapture when 
he would have a changed body, 
caught out to meet Christ. 


To Paul was given the highest 
revelations in New Testament 
times, we suppose. He wrote four- 
teen books of the Bible, (if we in- 
clude as his the book of Hebrews, 
which I think we should). He was 
not only a great teacher but was 
himself so filled with the Spirit 
that he was caught up into the 
third heaven and received revela- 
tions that was not lawful to utter. 
He was the most used of God of 


any New Testament character and. 


will meet more souls whom he won 
to Christ than any other apostle. 
And it was constantly in the mind 
of Paul that Jesus would come, 
possibly in his lifet ime, so he 
looked for Him steadily. 


When Paul wrote about the rap- 
ture of the saints, when Christ 
comes into the air to receive His 
own, he wrote of himself as be- 
ing among the living. In I Thess. 
4:15 he said, “we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep.” 

“We which are alive and re- 
maim!” Paul expected to be alive 
and remain until Jesus came. 
Again in the 17th verse of the 
Same passage he said, “Then we 
which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air.”” The Christian dead are 
mentioned in the third person but 
the living are mentioned in the 
plural, first person. It was Paul’s 
confident hope, nay, his expecta- 
tion, that he should be. living when 
Jesus should come. That is how 
clear the apostles were taught the 
imminency of Christ’s return. They 
knew that He might return any 
moment. 

Likewise, in I Corinthians 15:51, 
02, Paul says, 


“Behold, | shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but WE 
shall all be changed, 

“In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump; for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and WE shall be changed.” 


Again Paul spoke of the dead in 
the third person, “the dead shall 
be raised,” but he spoke of him- 
self with all the living, saying, 
“and we shall be changed.” Again 


you notice that this is the time of |2~ 
the rapture when Christ calls His|# 
in the|# 


saints out to meet Him 


air. He is not speaking of the 
day of the Lord, a little later when 
Christ returns with all the saints 
to destroy the Antichrist and reign 
on the earth. 

In James the fifth chapter are 
several references to the coming 
of Jesus as if He might come at 
any moment. To Jewish Christians 
scattered abroad, the inspired 
writer says, “Be patient therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord” (verse 7). In verse 8 he 
says, “The coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.” In verse 9 he says, 
“Behold, the judge standeth be- 
fore the door.’ These statements 
would only be true for that genera- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Jesus May Come Today! 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


tion (or for any other generation, 
for that matter), if Jesus might be 
expected at any moment. It is the 
clear testimony of all the New 
Testament that we should expect 
Him at that hour or any time since 
the time of the apostles. 

The imminency of the coming of 
the Saviour, and of course of the 
things that follow, is clearly taught 
by the apostle Peter. In I Peter 
4:7, we are told, “But the end of 
all things is at hand: be ye there- 
fore sober, and watch unto prayer.” 
We are reminded of the exhorta- 
tion of Jesus that “Watch there- 
fore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh.” The coming of the 
Saviour was at hand in the sense 
that He might come at any mo- 
ment and in the same sense His 
coming is still at hand. 

The book of II Peter was written 
primarily with this in mind to stir 
up the people, reminding them of 
the promises of the apostles and 
prophets concerning the coming of 
the Saviour. Here is what he said. 


"This second epistle, beloved, | 
now write unto you; in both which 
| stir up your pure minds by way 
of remembrance: 

"That ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before 
by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles 
of the Lord and Saviour; 

“Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, 
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"And saying, Where is’ the 
promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.” 

— Il Peter 3:1-4. 


And then follows in verse 9 the 
inspired explanation of why the 
coming of Christ has been post- 
poned., 


"The Lord is not slack concern- 
ing his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward (not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 


repentance. 

The coming of the Lord is at 
hand: it is only God’s mercy that 
delays His coming so that others 
may be saved! 

One should notice, too, that it is 
scoffers and unbelievers who will 
not believe that the Saviour is like- 
ly to come soon. These scoffers 
and unbelievers walk after their 
own lusts, (verse 3) and do not 
believe in direct creation and other 
miracles of God (verses 5 and 6). 
Dear reader, do not put yourself 
among these scoffers! Believe the 
Word of God that Jesus is com- 
ing. We believe He is coming very 
soon, we know that He may come 
at any moment. 


The Closing Testimony of the Bible 


Today I have been greatly im- 
pressed with the powerful exhorta- | 
tion given us in the last chapter of | | 
the Bible concerning the coming of | 
the Saviour. Here God’s revelation | 
to man is finished; the canon of | 
Scripture is closed. And in the last 
chapter of Revelation at least five 
times we are warned that the 
Saviour is likely to come at any 
moment. Verse 6 says, “These say- 
ings are faithful and true: and the 
Lord God of the holy prophets 
sent his angels to shew unto his 
servants the things WHICH MUST 
SHORTLY BE DONE.” 

Any honest interpretation of that 
verse must agree that it means 
the events pictured in Revelation 
must shortly be fulfilled, that is, 
every reader should look forward 
and expect Him soon. And re- 
member that the next thing on 
God’s calendar is the coming of 
the Saviour to take away His 
Saints. 

And then in verse 7 the Saviour 
said, “BEHOLD, I COME QUICK- 
LY; blessed is he that keepeth the 
sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.” 

Jesus is coming quickly. Isn't 
that meant for a warning that you 
must be ready? Doesn't that mean 
that Jesus is likely to come at any 
moment? Unless this Bible is a 
fraud we must understand it so. 
The time is not named, but we 
are warned to be on our guard, 
to watch and be ready. 

Again, in verse 10 the Lord says, 
“Seal not the sayings of the proph- 
ecy of this book: for THE TIME 
IS AT HAND.” 

“The time is at hand!” That is 
what Peter said (I Pet. 4:7). The 
coming of the Saviour is at hand. 


Then in verse 12 we are warned 
again. “AND, BEHOLD, I COME 
QUICKLY; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.’’ 


And then the last verse in the 
Bible besides the closing saluta- 
tion is verse 20 which says, “He 
which testifieth these things saith, 
SURELY I COME QUICKLY. 
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Amen. Even so, come, Lord Je- 
sus.” 

Quickly! Quickly! QUICK- 
LY! Jesus is coming quickly! He 
may come at any moment; it 
seems certain that He will come 
soon. Brother, are you ready? 

I beg every Christian to lay 
aside the cares and covetousness 
and pleasure of this world that 
would prevent you from being hap- 
py if Jesus should come today. 
Here we must return to the words 
of the Saviour in Luke 21:34-36. 


"And take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you 
unawares. 

“For as a snare shall it come on 
all them that dwell on the face gf 
the whole earth. 

"Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.’ 


Notice these commands, 
heed to yourselves.” Your heart 
will be overcharged with eating 
and drinking, and the cares of this 
life, and so that day will come up- 
on you unawares, the Saviour said, 
if you do not beware. “Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always” is the 
next command of Jesus. Chris- 
tians are to take heed about their 
life. They are to watch hopefully, 
expectantly for the Saviour’s com- 
ing and they are to pray often for 
His coming. Jesus gave it in the 
model prayer, “Thy kingdom come. 


| Thy will be done in earth, as it is 


in. heaven.” That prays for Jesus 
and His kingdom and all the re- 
lated events. And John, the be- 
loved disciple, was allowed to use 
the impassioned and spirit-directed 
prayer of his heart when he cried 
out, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). So, Christians, take 
heed, watch and pray. Don't lose 
your testimony. Don’t be too busy 
about making money. Don’t get 
too absorbed in pleasure. Don't 
eat too much or drink too much. 
God will destroy both the belly 
and the meats, Paul says. Rather 
look for JesuS and live a pure life 
and win souls so you will not be 
ashamed before Him at His com- 
ing. 

And, sinner, are you ready for 
Jesus to come? If not, only one 
thing will make you ready and 
that is today trust Him to forgive 
you, surrender your whole heart to 
Him, claim Him as your Saviour! 
Do it today! Make sure of it while 
you can and then you, too, can 
join in the happy watching for the 
coming of the Saviour. 


One night at the close of a serv- 
ice I went down a darkened aisle 
to prepare for a baptizing while 
the people waited. A woman seized 
my sleeve and stopped me. With 
quivering lips and broken voice she 
said, “Brother Rice, do you believe 
Jesus is coming soon?”’ 

I answered back, “Yes, I believe 
that Jesus is coming soon: I ought 
to believe it much more than I do. 
There are many signs that His 
coming is likely to be soon and 
we know that it could be at any 
moment.” 


“Oh! I am afraid He is! I am 
afraid He is!” she said. I was 
startled and asked her the reason 
why she, a Christian, should talk 
this way. I said, “Don’t you know 
you are saved? Haven’t you trust- 
ed Jesus for forgiveness?” 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “but my 
husband isn’t saved. I am afraid 
that Jesus will come and leave him 
behind. What will I do if Jesus 
comes and my husband isn’t saved 
and I have to go away and leave 
him?” I earnestly urged her to 
put the salvation of hem husband’s 
soul before everything else. 

Do you believe that Jesus is com- 
ing? Then the way to prove it is 
to win souls, separate yourself 
from the wickedness of this world 
and let your light shine while you 
can. 

When I used to play college foot- 
ball the referee would call to the 
captains of the opposing teams, 
“Are you ready, Decatur? Are you 
ready, Denton? And then the 
whistle would blow. So with an 
earnest heart I call today to ev- 
ery reader, 

“Are you ready, Christian? 

“Are you ready, sinner? 

“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
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